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Neil Simon’s Biloxi Blues
Auditions Information for 2026 Production

AUDITIONS:  Sunday, January 11: 9:00 am-4:30 pm

Sign up for one of the 30-minute time slots at HawthornePlayers.com

CALLBACKS:  Tuesday, January 13: 6:30 pm

By invitation. To be seriously considered, those asked to callbacks should attend.

LOCATION: Florissant Performing Arts Center at the Florissant Civic Center

#1 James J. Eagan Dr. — corner of Parker Rd. and Waterford Dr., Florissant 63033

2026 PRODUCTION DATES:

Fridays, March 20 & 27 and Saturday, March 28 at 7:30 pm
Saturday, March 21 and Sunday, March 29 at 2:00 pm
Theater Move-in is Saturday, March 14

Tech Week begins Sunday, March 15

AUDITION DETAILS:

Please sign up for one 30-minute audition time slot. Plan to attend the entire time although you may
be excused earlier or stay slightly longer.

Auditioners should download and complete the Audition Form and bring it to auditions with a current
headshot (a selfie is acceptable). It is important your photo is current so the directing team can match
your face and name.

Please prepare both monologues listed for each character you are interested in auditioning for.
Monologues do not need to be memorized, but please familiarize yourself with the material.
Callbacks will consist of reading from the posted sides. Please note, you may also be asked to read one
of these sides during your general audition

All people being considered for the cast will not necessarily be asked to callbacks. Those invited to
callbacks will receive a message by email by Monday, January 12.

Auditions are open to non-union actors of all races, sexes, creeds, orientations and abilities, aged 18 and older.
Hawthorne Players encourages performers of diverse backgrounds and abilities to audition for our
productions. Hawthorne Players is a community theatre and, as such, all roles are volunteer, unpaid positions.

Only actors available for production dates, tech week and rehearsals will be cast. Actors will be asked to help
with move-in, set build and strike in some capacity.

GENERAL INFORMATION: The casting committee is looking for multi-talented individuals who will make the
commitment to be on time to all rehearsals, when they are needed, to create a superlative production.

REHEARSALS: Rehearsals will begin Tuesday, January 20, at St. Sabina Catholic Church, 1625 Swallow Ln,
Florissant 63031, and are currently planned for Sunday afternoons/evenings from 3-6 pm and Tuesday &
Thursday evenings from 6:30-9:30 pm.



SCHEDULE AND CONFLICTS: Conflicts will not necessarily eliminate you from being cast. However, excessive
additional conflicts after being cast may result in a role being recast. Please do not audition if you are not
available for all rehearsals during tech week and all performances.

HAWTHORNE DUES: Those cast are expected to become a paid member of Hawthorne Players to cover
insurance, photos of show and eligibility for Hawthorne’s Best Performance Awards. The cost to join
Hawthorne Players is $20 for an individual and $30 for a family, per calendar year.

For additional questions, please contact Director Mike DePope at mikedepope@gmail.com.

SHOW SYNOPSIS

At basic training in Biloxi, Mississippi, Eugene Morris Jerome is determined to use his army experiences to help
his writing career and keeps detailed memoirs about his experiences. Eugene and his fellow soldiers-in-training
suffer under a hard-nosed drill sergeant, Merwin J. Toomey; attempt to stomach the terrible army food served
up in the mess hall; and bond over an adventure to visit the local prostitute. Along the way, Eugene is forced to
learn about authority, danger, sex, assimilation, bigotry, homosexuality, and love. In the process, he discovers
that life can be both ugly and tender.

Please Note: Neil Simon’s 1984 semi-autobiographical comedy is set in 1943 during WWII and contains mature
themes and content that some may find distressing or triggering. Please consider your comfort level with these
themes and situations before auditioning. You can find more details following the character descriptions. The
play will be performed exactly as written. All participants are highly encouraged to read the published script
and familiarize themselves with the material.

Trauma-Informed Practices and Intimacy Coordination will be used during this production to create a
respectful and supportive environment. All intimate moments will be discussed and choreographed with
actors' input regarding boundaries.

AVAILABLE ROLES
Please Note: Descriptions indicate character identities. We welcome and encourage gender-nonconforming
and non-binary actors to audition for any role, with the understanding the character identifies as indicated.

Because Biloxi Blues is set on an Army base during WWII, all male characters' hair will need to appear "Army
Approved". Actors should be okay with having shorter hair and covering up any modern-looking tattoos with
stage makeup.

Eugene Morris Jerome: Male Identifying. Character Age: 18 A young, drafted Jewish army private from
Brooklyn, New York, who serves as the narrator, meticulously observing and recording his journey in the Army
with aspirations of becoming a writer. A compassionate and witty individual, he grapples with the conflict
between his role as an observer and his struggle to act on his principles. Throughout his journey, Eugene is
determined to survive the war, hone his writing skills, and experience love and his first sexual encounter.
Seeking: A young, witty actor able to command the stage and effectively portray Eugene's dual nature as both
an observer and a reluctant participant, showcasing vulnerability and intelligence. This role requires comfort
with staged intimacy, including a scene portraying Eugene losing his virginity and a stage kiss, though no nudity
is required. The actor must also be comfortable being in stage underwear and possibly shirtless, smoking stage
cigarettes, and should be at ease with physical interaction and fight choreography.



Arnold Epstein: Male Identifying. Character Age: 18 -20 A young, drafted Jewish army private from Queens,
New York, and an intellectual whose sensitivity and unyielding principles place him in a battle of wills with
Sergeant Toomey. He harbors a deep disdain for military life, challenging the notion that harsh discipline and
unquestioning obedience should take precedence over respect and compassion. ldentifying Toomey as his
adversary, Epstein engages in a moral struggle, deliberately refusing to conform and stoically accepting
punitive duties as a consequence. Even when seemingly defeated, his unwavering moral convictions prevent
him from yielding, showcasing his profound stubbornness.

Seeking: A young actor to portray Arnold's intelligence, stubbornness, and unwavering conviction, and have
the ability to hold his own in a battle of wills with Sergeant Toomey. This role requires some physicality, and
the actor must be comfortable with physical interaction and fight choreography. The actor should also be at
ease being in stage underwear and possibly shirtless.

Sgt. Merwin J. Toomey: Male Identifying. Character Age: 30-50 A hardened Southern military man who
presides over the recruits' training with an iron fist. A strict disciplinarian, he employs psychological tactics to
instill Army obedience, often pitting the recruits against one another in a deliberate battle of wills. Toomey's
severe and uncompromising demeanor highlights his disdain for those who question authority, positioning him
as the primary adversary to Private Arnold Epstein. His unwavering persona is as unyielding and tough as the
steel plate in his head.

Seeking: A strong, imposing actor to portray a loud and aggressive army private. This role requires comfort
with physical interaction and fight choreography, as the actor will be at the center of intense confrontations.
The actor must be comfortable portraying a bigoted character and using epithets. The actor should also be at
ease being in stage underwear and possibly shirtless.

Joseph Wykowski Male Identifying. Character Age: 18 -20 A young, drafted army recruit of Polish descent
from Bridgeport, Connecticut, who approaches Army training as a competitive game to be won. With a huge
appetite for food and love, he presents himself as a self-proclaimed leader within the platoon. His loud and
aggressive demeanor, however, is often overshadowed by his arrogance and anti-Semitic and racially
insensitive remarks. Wykowski's straightforwardness and physical prowess make him a dominant force, though
he frequently incites trouble.

Seeking: A strong, imposing actor to portray a loud and aggressive army private. This role requires comfort
with physical interaction and fight choreography, as the actor will be at the center of intense confrontations.
The actor must be comfortable portraying a bigoted character and using epithets. The actor should also be at
ease being in stage underwear and possibly shirtless.

Don Carney Male Identifying. Character Age: 18 -20 A young, drafted army private from Montclair, New
Jersey, who is known for his constant, loud singing and dream of becoming a recording star. While his passion
for music is genuine, his performances often annoy his bunkmates. Though he is a good-natured and honest
character, his profound indecisiveness makes him seem undependable, a trait noted by Eugene.

Seeking: A good-natured, likable young actor to portray an army private known for his love of singing and
indecisive nature. This role requires comfort with physical interaction and fight choreography, as the actor will
be involved in basic training scenes. The actor should also be at ease being in stage underwear and possibly
shirtless and with smoking stage cigarettes.

Roy Selridge Male Identifying. Character Age: 18 -20 A young, drafted private from Schenectady, New York,
known for his overbearing humor and confidence. He tends to take cues from others on how to behave and
who to harass, most notably following the lead of Wykowski. Though his bravado is often hollow and his
individuality is obscured by his tendency to echo more dominant voices, Selridge is also characterized by a
generous and optimistic spirit.

Seeking: A confident actor able to showcase a brash sense of humor and overbearing confidence, while
deferring to more dominant personalities. He is a people pleaser. This role requires comfort with physical



interaction and fight choreography, as the actor will be involved in basic training scenes. The actor should also
be at ease being in stage underwear and possibly shirtless and with smoking stage cigarettes.

James J. Hennesey Male Identifying. Character Age: 18 -20 A timid and relatively humorless young drafted
private of "Black Irish" descent. Initially, he adapts to Army life despite grappling with homesickness, but his
situation takes a dramatic turn when he is discovered in a homosexual act. This leads to a three-month prison
sentence and a dishonorable discharge.

Seeking: A timid, sensitive actor with the ability to portray deep vulnerability and emotional struggle. This role
requires comfort with physical interaction, as the actor will be involved in basic training scenes. The actor
should also be at ease being in stage underwear and possibly shirtless.

Rowena Female Identifying Character Age: 30-45 A world-wise, seasoned prostitute from Biloxi who is known
for her pragmatic and straightforward approach to her profession. Happily married, she discreetly caters to the
needs of young soldiers, offering companionship and products for them to send to loved ones. Her encounter
with Eugene leaves him with mixed feelings, as she offers him a "freebie" but later does not recognize him.
Rowena embodies the complexity of human relationships during wartime, balancing her professionalism with
genuine, if fleeting, personal interactions.

Seeking: A seasoned actor to portray a warm and pragmatic character who navigates the complexities of her
profession with grace and humanity. This role requires comfort with staged intimacy and simulated sexual
activity, as well as with smoking stage cigarettes. To ensure a safe and respectful environment, boundary
practices and intimacy choreography will be used. No nudity is required, however the actor should be
comfortable in wearing clothing of a revealing and sexual nature.

Daisey Hannigan Female Identifying Character Age:18-22 Range: E5 to A3 Mezzo-Soprano An innocent,
intelligent, and pretty young woman (18-25) who attends a local Catholic school in Gulfport. As the daughter of
a journalist, she shares a love for literature with Eugene, captivating him during a USO dance. Their brief but
meaningful interactions culminate in declarations of love, and though they never meet again, she represents
an idealized first love for Eugene.

Seeking: A young, intelligent actor who embodies innocence, sincerity, and charm. This role involves staged
intimacy, including a stage kiss with the actor playing Eugene.

Biloxi Blues specific themes and content include:

¢ Coarse Language: The script includes profanity and raw, earthy humor, reflecting the setting and time
period.

¢ Mature and Sexual Themes: The play candidly addresses the dynamics of masculinity in a military
environment, as well as themes of prostitution and homosexuality, and the depiction of sexual intercourse.
(NO NUDITY)

¢ Confrontational Scenes and Depictions of Abuse of Power: The character of Sergeant Toomey embodies a
harsh and often arbitrary authority. Scenes depict him using bizarre and cruel methods of discipline, including
demanding excessive push-ups for no reason. In a particularly intense scene, Sergeant Toomey is described as
being "piss drunk" and threatens a character with a pistol.

¢ Depictions of Prejudice and Bigotry: The play addresses issues of ethnic persecution and antisemitism.
Dialogue includes bigoted remarks and stereotypes, such as the character Wykowski being referred to as the
"dumb Polack." Additionally, the play contains a scene where a private notebook is read aloud, exposing a
character's evaluation of his peers and using derogatory terms.

¢ Discussions of Mental Health and Trauma: The play, as a "memory play," includes a narrator who reveals the
fates of his fellow recruits. These include a character who becomes "missing in action" and another who is
hospitalized for "severe depression." The play highlights the psychological toll of war and military life.



¢ Portrayals of Violence: While not a combat play, the constant presence of war is a central theme. Characters
express the fear of death and violence in combat. The threat of physical violence is also present in the
confrontational scenes with Sergeant Toomey.

Actors aged 18 and older will be asked to portray mature and challenging themes, including scenes with strong
language, discussions of sexuality, and depictions of prejudice and military authority. They will use profanity,
perform intense verbal and emotional confrontations, and depict bullying, emotional torment, military
discipline, and the threat of violence. Male actors may appear in as little as stage underwear and "smoke"
stage-appropriate cigarettes. The actress playing Rowena will appear under covers in scantily clad costuming.



