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SIDE A - EUGENE, CARNEY, SELRIDGE, HENNESEY, WYKOWSKI, EPSTEIN
EUGENE Listen, if you knew you were one of the guys who wasn't coming back, if you
knew it right now, what would you do with the last few days of your life? It could be

anything you want... | give everyone five seconds to think about it.

CARNEY | thought about it. I'm not dying. You think I'm gonna kill myself to entertain
you?

EUGENE Why not? It's like a fantasy. I'm giving you the opportunity to do anything in
the world you ever dreamed of ...Come on.

SELRIDGE | think it's a good idea. Let's play for money.

HENNESEY For money?

SELRIDGE Yeah. Five bucks a man. The guy with the best fantasy collects the pot.
HENNESEY That's morbid.

WYKOWSKI Okay, I'm in. We need a judge.

EUGENE I'll be the judge.

WYKOWSKI Why you?

EUGENE Because | thought of the game. Ante up, everyone. Come on, Hennesey.
(They all put up money except EPSTEIN) Come on, Arnold. | know you have some
great fantasies.

EPSTEIN | don't sell my fantasies.

WYKOWSKI Burn his bunk!

EUGENE Come on, Arnold ...for me.

SELRIDGE | love this. I'm gonna clean up.

EUGENE (Jubilantly) Okay, Carney. You're first. You're dead. Killed in action ...What
would you do with your last days on earth?
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CARNEY How much time do | have to do it in?

EUGENE A week.

SELRIDGE | need ten days.

EUGENE It's my game. You only get a week ...What would you do with it, Donny?
CARNEY (Thinks) Okay ...l would sing at the Radio City Music Hall. Five shows a day,
my own spot. In the audience are four thousand girls and one man. Every girl is
gorgeous. Every girl is size 38-24-36 ...And they all want me ...real bad.

HENNESEY Who's the man?

CARNEY The President of Decca Records. He wants me too. | have a choice. After the
last show, | could have all four thousand girls ... or a contract with Decca Records.

HENNESEY Which One do you take?
SELRIDGE (Urging him on) The record contract. | would take the record contract.
CARNEY Right. | take the record contract.

SELRIDGE (Laughs) MORON! He believed me. He could have humped four thousand
girls and now he's got a record contract that ain't worth shit.

CARNEY Wrong! Because now I'm a big star and stars get all the girls they want
anyway.

SELRIDGE Yeah? How? You're dead. Girls never go out with dead record stars.

CARNEY Bullshit! | paid five bucks for my fantasy. | can do what | want ...What's my
score, Gene?

EUGENE Well, you started off with an A-minus but you finished with a B.

CARNEY B. Not bad—better than | ever did in school.
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SIDE B — CARNEY, SELRIDGE, HENNESEY, WYKOWSKI, EPSTEIN
CARNEY (Tying his tie) So who really stole the money?

SELRIDGE (Brushing his shoes) Toomey stole Wykowski's sixty-two bucks but Epstein
stole Toomey's idea of stealing Wykowski's sixty-two bucks.

HENNESEY Why?

SELRIDGE Did you ever see a big fat walrus screw another big fat walrus? There's no
point to it but they do it anyway ...You comin', Kows? (SELRIDGE leaves.)

WYKOWSKI In a minute.

CARNEY /'l tell you something. The army is really dumb. If the navy is this dumb, we're
gonna have to take a train to Europe. (CARNEY and HENNESEY leave. EPSTEIN
returns to the room.)

WYKOWSKI | don't get you, Epstein. What'd you do a dumb-ass thing like that for?

EPSTEIN You wouldn't understand.

WYKOWSKI Why not? Am | too dumb? Dumb polack is that what | am? Now who's
calling who names?

EPSTEIN You are. If no one confessed, no one goes on leave. If any of the other guys
really did it, I'd end up cleaning the toilet bowls anyway. He's trying to break my spirit.

WYKOWSKI How’d you figure that out?
EPSTEIN Talmudic reasoning.
WYKOWSKI What?

EPSTEIN Talmudic. You weigh both sides of an issue, then choose the one that's the
most interesting. Unless, of course, the other guy picks that one first.

WYKOWSKI Yeah? Well, whatever . . . Anyway, | owe you one. You stuck your neck out
for us. (He extends his hand) | like to pay back my debts.
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EPSTEIN (Looks at the extended hand) You really want to shake my hand, Wykowski?

WYKOWSKI Listen, it's not going to come out again, so take your chance while you got
it.

EPSTEIN Let's not be hypocritical. | did what | did for me, not for you.

WYKOWSKI (Smiles) I'm not going to make any more Jew cracks at you, Epstein.
'Cause you're a shitheel no matter what you are.
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SIDE C - WYKOWSKI, EPSTEIN, HENNESEY, SELRIDGE

WYKOWSKI ...| can't believe what this creep's been writing about us ...Listen to this ...
"No matter how lunatic | think Sergeant Toomey is, there is method in his madness. He
is winning the game. Each day we drop a little of our own personalities and become
more obedient, more robot-like, until what was once an intelligent, thinking human being
is now nothing but a khaki idiot. Yesterday, in front of everybody, he made Epstein
unscrew the top of his head and take his brains out."

EPSTEIN (Without looking up from his book) | fooled him. | only took out my mucous
membranes.

WYKOWKI (Continues reading) ..."| am fighting hard to retain my identity, and the only
time | am able to hold on to who | am is in the still, still of the night." (HENNESSEY
comes in from outside)

HENNESEY Wow, what a weekend. How'd you guys do?

WYKOWSKI Hey, Hennesey. You ought to listen to this. You're in this too.
HENNESEY What is it?

WYKOWSKI The Secret and Private Memoirs of Eugene M. Jerome.

HENNESEY He let you read it?

WYKOWSKI No, but we're going to ask him if it's all right when we get through.
(He and SELRIDGE laugh)

HENNESEY You have no right to read that. That's like opening someone's mail.

WYKOWSKI Bullshit. It's all about us. Private things about every one of us. That's
public domain like in the newspapers.

EPSTEIN (Without looking upfront his book) A newspaper is published. Unpublished
memoirs are the sole and private property of the writer.

WYKOWSKI | thought all Jews were doctors. | didn't know they were lawyers too.

EPSTEIN I'm not a Jew anymore, Wykowski.
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WYKOWSKI What do you mean?
EPSTEIN | converted to Catholicism yesterday. In six weeks | hope to become a priest
and my first act of service to the Holy Father is to have you excommunicated, so get off

my ass.

SELRIDGE (Laughs) That's good. That's funny, god damn Jews are really funny. Hey,
Epstein, I'm beginning to like you, | swear to Christ.

WYKOWSKI (Annoyed) You guys interested in hearing the rest of this or not?

HENNESEY No, I'm not. (He starts toward the latrine, stops) | thought you were Gene's
friend, Epstein.

EPSTEIN He didn't lock his locker. Why then would he leave something so private in an
open locker? There's no logic to it. | have no interest in illogical things.

HENNESEY (7o EPSTEIN) You tell Gene | had nothing to do with this. You hear me?
(And he is off to the latrine)

SELRIDGE Go on. After “...still, still of the night."

WYKOWSKI (Reading) . . . "At night | listen to the others breathing in their sleep and it's
then that their fears and self-doubts become even more apparent than during their
waking hours ...One night a sudden scream from Selridge that sounded like he was
calling out the name Louise. Is Louise his girl or possibly his mother?"

SELRIDGE He's full of crap.

WYKOWSKIi Who's Louise?

SELRIDGE My mother. But he's full of crap. | never called my mother Louise.

WYKOWSKI Poor baby, wants his mother.
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SIDE D - SELRIDGE, CARNEY, EUGENE

SELRIDGE (Looking at his watch) Almost a half-hour he's been in there. It doesn't take
a half-hour. She couldn't make any money that way.

CARNEY Maybe he went twice. Or three times.

SELRIDGE Wykowski could keep going for six months straight. That's not the point.
They charge you every time, that's the point.

CARNEY Maybe she gave him a free one because of his unusual condition.
EUGENE You mean she charges you every time you have a—

SELRIDGE (Pacing) That's right.

EUGENE How does she know when you have one?

SELRIDGE (Stops and looks at him) Because your eyes spin around and when they
stop on two pineapples, you just had one. (To CARNEY) Is this guy for real?

CARNEY And he's from New York City too. Can you believe it?

EUGENE (Defensively) | make out on my own. | just never go to places like this ...And
you mean, if you have a—a thing more than once, she keeps count?

CARNEY Yeah. Actually, every time you do it, she makes an X on your head with her
lipstick.

EUGENE (He gets up and paces. To SELRIDGE) You want to sit down?

SELRIDGE And break my concentration? (He looks at his watch) Hurry up, dammit, I'm
going to pass my peak.

EUGENE What if she's ugly? | mean really ugly.
SELRIDGE ...Close your eyes and think of some girl in high school.

EUGENE | don't want to close my eyes. That's the same as doing it to yourself.
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SELRIDGE Not if you're feeling somebody underneath you ...Or on top of you.
EUGENE (Stops) What do you mean, on top of you. Who would be on top of me?

SELRIDGE She would. She could be anywhere. Under a table. On a chair or an ironing
board.

EUGENE An ironing hoard??? What kind of girl is this?l thought we were going just to a
regular place.
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SIDE E - EUGENE, EPSTEIN

(EUGENE sits on his bed, smiles and shakes his head at EPSTEIN)
EUGENE Why do you always have to do things the hard way?

EPSTEIN It makes life more interesting.
EUGENE It also makes a lot of problems.
EPSTEIN Without problems, the day would be over at eleven o'clock in the morning.

EUGENE | admire what you did back there, Arnold. You remind me of my brother,
sometimes. He was always standing up for his principles too.

EPSTEIN Principles are okay. But sometimes they get in the way of reason.

EUGENE Then how do you know which one is the right one?

EPSTEIN You have to get involved. You don't get involved enough, Eugene.

EUGENE What do you mean?

EPSTEIN You're a witness. You're always standing around watching what's happening.
Scribbling in your book what other people do. You have to get in the middle of it. You
have to take sides. Make a contribution to the fight.

EUGENE What fight?

EPSTEIN Any fight. The one you believe in.

EUGENE Yeah. | know what you mean. Sometimes | feel like I'm invisible. Like The
Shadow, | can see everyone else but they can't see me. That's what | think writers are.
Sort of invisible.

EPSTEIN Not Tolstoy. Not Dostoyevsky. Not Herman Melville.

EUGENE Yeah. | have to read those guys.
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SIDE F - TOOMEY, EPSTEIN

TOOMEY ...A crime has been committed in this room tonight, Epstein. A breach of army
regulations. A noncommissioned officer has threatened the life of an enlisted man,
brandishing a loaded weapon at him without cause or provocation, the said act being
provoked by an inebriated platoon leader while on duty ...I am that platoon leader,
Epstein, and it is your unquestioned duty to report this incident to the proper authorities.

EPSTEIN Look, that's really not necessary, Sergeant.

TOOMEY As | am piss-drunk and dangerous, Epstein, it is also your duty to relieve me
of my loaded weapon.

EPSTEIN | never really thought you were going to shoot me, Ser—
TOOMEY TAKE MY WEAPON, GODDAMN IT!

EPSTEIN What do you mean, take it? How am | going to take it?
TOOMEY Demand it, you weasel bastard, or I'll blow your puny brains out.
EPSTEIN (Calming him) Okay, okay ...May | have your gun. Sergeant?
TOOMEY Pistol, turd head!

EPSTEIN May | have your pistol, Sergeant?

TOOMEY Force it out of my hand.

EPSTEIN Force it out of your hand?

TOOMEY Grab my wrist! If you dare! (EPSTEIN leaps for TOOMEY'’S wrist wrestling for
the .45. TOOMEY finally allows him to wrest it from him) Good!

EPSTEIN Okay. Thanks. Now why don't you just try to get a good night's sleep and —
TOOMEY To properly charge me, you'll need witnesses ...Call in the platoon.

EPSTEIN The platoon? You don't want to do that in front of all —
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TOOMEY CALL THEM IN, SOLDIER!
EPSTEIN (Sighs and walks to the door and opens it) Hey, guys. You want to come in

here a minute, (EPSTEIN comes back in. To TOOMEY) This is not going to change
anything between us, Sergeant. This is just as illogical and insane as before.
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SIDE G - ROWENA, EUGENE
ROWENA |s this your first time?

EUGENE My first time? (He laughs) Are you kidding? That's funny ...Noo ...It's my
second time ...The first time they were closed.

ROWENA You don’t smoke cigarettes either, do you?
EUGENE How'd you know?

ROWENA You looked like your face was on fire ...If you want to look older, why don't
you try a mustache?

EUGENE | did but it wouldn't grow in on the left side ...What's your name?
ROWENA Rowena . . . What's yours?

EUGENE My name? (To the audience) | suddenly panicked. Supposing this girl kept a
diary.

ROWENA Well?

EUGENE (Quickly) Jack . . . Er. .. Jack Mulgroovey.
ROWENA Yeah? | knew a Tom Mulgreevy once.
EUGENE No. Mine is Mulgroovey. Oo not ee.
ROWENA Where you from, Jack?

EUGENE (With a slight accent) Texarkana.
ROWENA |s that right?

EUGENE Yes, ma'am.

ROWENA s that Texas or Arkansas?

EUGENE Arkansas, | think.
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ROWENA You think?

EUGENE | left there when | was two. Then we moved to Georgia.
ROWENA Really? You a cracker?

EUGENE What's a cracker?

ROWENA Someone from Georgia.

EUGENE Oh, yeah. I'm a cracker. The whole family's crackers ...Were you born in
Biloxi?

ROWENA No. Gulfport. | still live there with my husband.

EUGENE Your husband?? ...You're married?? ...My God! If he finds me here he'll kill
me.

ROWENA No he won't.
EUGENE Does he know that you're a—you're a—

ROWENA Sure he does. That's how we met. He's in the Navy. He was one of my best
customers. He still is.

EUGENE You mean you charge your own husband??

ROWENA | mean he's my best lover ...You gonna do it from there, cowboy? '‘Cause I'll
have to make some adjustments.

EUGENE I'm ready. (To ROWENA) Here | come.

ROWENA If you're gonna hang on the edge like that, we're gonna be on the floor in two
minutes.

EUGENE | didn't want to crowd you.

ROWENA Crowding is what this is all about, Tex. (She pulls him over) Okay, honey. Do
your stuff.
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EUGENE What stuff is that?

ROWENA Whatever you like to do.

EUGENE Why don't you start and I'll catch up.

ROWENA Didn't anyone ever tell you what to do?

EUGENE My brother once showed me but you look a lot different than my brother.

ROWENA You're sweet. | went to high school with a boy like you. | had the biggest
damn crush on him.

EUGENE Do you have a hanky?

ROWENA Anything wrong?

EUGENE My nose is running. (She takes the hanky and wipes his nose)
ROWENA Better?

EUGENE Thank you. Listen, please don't be offended but | really don't care if this is a
wonderful experience or not. | just want to get it over with.

ROWENA Whatever you say ...Lights on or off?

EUGENE Actually I'd like a blindfold.
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SIDE H - EUGENE, DAISY
EUGENE Hi.
DAISY Hello.

EUGENE You know | do ...I'd have come tonight even if | knew | only had five minutes
with you ...Daisy, |—I—

DAISY What, Eugene?

EUGENE | want to say something but I'm having a lot of trouble with the words.

DAISY That doesn't sound like Eugene the Writer to me.

EUGENE Well, I'm not writing now. I'm Eugene the Talker ...Daisy, | just want to tell you
|—I — goddamn it, why can't | say it? ...Oooh! I'm sorry. | apologize. | didn't mean to say
that. Especially on Good Friday.

DAISY ['ll say ten Hail Mary's for you.

EUGENE You don't have to do that. They're not going to do me any good.

DAISY What is it you wanted to say?

EUGENE Ah, Daisy, you know what it is. I've never said it to a girl in my life. | don't
know what it's going to sound like when it comes out,

DAISY Say it and I'll tell you.

EUGENE (Takes a deep breath) ...| love you, Daisy. (He exhales) Ah, nuts. It came out
wrong. It's not the way | meant it.

DAISY I've never heard it said so beautifully.
EUGENE What do you mean? How many other guys have said it to you?

DAISY None. | meant in the movies. Not Tyrone Power or Robert Taylor or even Clark
Gable.
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EUGENE Yeah, well, they get paid for saying it. I'm in business for myself.

DAISY (Laughs) | remember everything you say to me. When | go home at night, | write
them all down and | read them over whenever | miss you.

EUGENE Well, if you're writing your memoirs, keep your locker closed. | don't want to
be the talk of St. Mary's. (We hear church bells chime.)

DAISY It's eight o'clock. I've got to go.
EUGENE You didn't say it to me yet.
DAISY That | love you?

EUGENE No. Not like that. You threw it in too quickly ...You have to take a breath,
prepare for it and then say it.

DAISY All right. (She inhales) I've taken a breath ...(She waits) Now I'm preparing for it
...And now I'll say it ...I love you, Eugene. (He moves to kiss her) We can't kiss. It's
Good Friday.

EUGENE You have to kiss after you say "l love you.” Not even God would forgive you
that.
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